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 Lesson Title: Behind the Turf 
 Book Title: Legend of Korra: Turf Wars Part Two 
 Author: Dante DiMartina 
 Illustrator: Irene Koh 
 
Content Area(s) and 
Grade Level(s) 
 3rd Grade Social Studies and English Language Arts 
Lesson Objective(s) 
 
● The student will identify ways (through Legend of Korra and real-life) in which 
buyers and sellers interact to exchange goods and services. 
● The student will explain what government is and why we need it. 
● The student will describe how the government gains power from the people 
through examples applied in Legend of Korra. 
● The student will identify group and individual actions of citizens that 
demonstrate civility, cooperation, volunteerism, and other civic virtues. 
● The student will ask and answer questions by explicitly referring to the Legend 
of Korra for answers. 
● The student will describe characters in the Legend of Korra and how their 
actions contribute to the sequence of events. 
● The student will distinguish their own point of view from that of characters in 
the Legend of Korra. 
● The student will explain how illustrations within the Legend of Korra contribute 




● SS.3.E.1.3 - Recognize that buyers and sellers interact to exchange goods and 
services through the use of trade or money. 
● SS.3.C.1.1 - Explain the purpose and need for government. 
● SS.3.C.1.2 - Describe how government gains its power from the people. 
● SS.3.C.2.1 - Identify group and individual actions of citizens that demonstrate 
civility, cooperation, volunteerism, and other civic virtues. 
● LAFS.3.RL.1.1 - Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a 
text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers. 
● LAFS.3.RL.1.3 - Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or 
feelings) and explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of events. 
● LAFS.3.RL.2.6 - Distinguish their own point of view from that of the narrator or 
those of the characters. 
                                       
● LAFS.3.RL.3.7 - Explain how specific aspects of a texts illustrations contribute to 
what is conveyed by the words in a story (e.g., create mood, emphasize aspects 






● Summative Assessment 
○ Cold-read multiple-choice test aligned with the standards taught in this 
lesson. 
● Formative Assessment 
○ Written reflection - one paragraph written reflection on what they have 
learned reading Legend of Korra: Turf Wars Part Two. 
○ Cooperative discussions - students will turn and talk to a peer near 
them answering the guided questions pertaining to certain pages read. 
○ Teacher-led class discussions - some students will share answers whole-
group allowing the teacher to guide student thinking. 
 




● Ask students to, “Close your eyes and think of a superhero that you know or 
created–describe that superhero to me.”  Choose a couple of students to share 
based on the guiding questions below.  UDL 7.3 
○ Guiding questions EL 6: 
■ Is the superhero a boy or a girl? 
■ What are his/her powers? 
■ How does your chosen superhero save or help others? 
■ What character traits would your superhero have? 


















Disclaimer: Some parts of this lesson plan may be considered controversial.  Consult 
with appropriate personnel before implementing the lesson as it reveals characters in 
a lesbian relationship. 
 
1. Reveal front cover of the book.  Ask students to turn and talk to, “Predict what 
the story will be about.”  Choose some students to share with the class. 
2. Conduct a guided reading incorporating questions below based on the page 
numbers.   
○ Pgs. 5-7.  Have students use the cooperative learning strategy of turn 
and talk UDL 8.3, 4.1.  EL 2, 10 to answer the following questions with a 
partner.  Then have some students share their answers whole-group  
○ allowing the teacher to guide student thought.  Also consider 
accommodations for students by allowing them to draw their answers. 
Ask students the following guiding questions:   





















■ “What do you think Tenzin was referring to when he said he was 
happy for Korra?” 
○ Pgs. 8-22.  Have students use the cooperative learning strategy of turn 
and talk UDL 8.3, 4.1.  EL 2, 10 to answer the following questions with a 
partner.  Then have some students share their answers whole-group 
allowing the teacher to guide student thought.  Also consider 
accommodations for students by allowing them to draw their answers. 
Ask students the following guiding questions:  
■ “Who is the President in this story and what was he able to do?” 
■ “Is there anyone else that holds a position of power?” 
■ “Why do these people have power?” 
■ “What are the purposes and needs for a president/leader?” 
■ “Based on pg. 20, how does Korra feel about the situation? 
Explain how you know.” Note: Emphasize the illustration on the 
bottom-right of the page. UDL 2.5  EL 17, 30 
●  “How does Korra respond to what happened on that 
page?” 
○ Pgs. 23-26.  Have students fill-out the Point of View - Korra graphic 
organizer to arrange their thoughts to the answers of the questions 
below. UDL 3.2, 3.3.  EL 7  Ask students the following guiding questions: 
■ “Based on pg. 24, what is Asami’s point of view?” 
● “Do you think Korra has the same point of view?” 
● “What is your point of view based on that page?” 
■ “Are there any other characters who show or tell their point of 
view of Korra and Asami?” 
● “What do you think is his/her point of view?” 
 
                                       
○ Pgs. 27-34.  Have students use the cooperative learning strategy of turn 
and talk UDL 8.3, 4.1.  EL 2, 10 to answer the following questions with a 
partner.  Then have some students share their answers whole-group 
allowing the teacher to guide student thought.  Also consider 
accommodations for students by allowing them to draw their answers. 
Ask students the following guiding questions:  
■ “What information did Skoochy give to Mako?” 
■ “Did Skoochy want to give any information to Mako or Bolin in 
the first place?” 
● “What made him change his mind?” 
■ “What were the services traded by Skoochy and Mako?” 
■ “What trade did Jargala Omo ask of Asami?” 
● “Which were the goods and which were the services 
traded in this case?” 
○ Pgs. 35-45.  Have students use the cooperative learning strategy of turn 
and talk UDL 8.3, 4.1.  EL 2, 10 to answer the following questions with a 
partner.  Then have some students share their answers whole-group 
allowing the teacher to guide student thought.  Also consider 
accommodations for students by allowing them to draw their answers. 
Ask students the following guiding questions:  
■ “What is Tokuga’s plan for him and the Triple Threats?” 
■ “How does he plan on achieving or making that plan happen?” 
■ “What character traits would you give Tokuga?” 
○ Pgs. 46-51.  Have students fill-out the Point of View - Korra graphic 
organizer to arrange their thoughts to the answers of the questions 
below. UDL 3.2, 3.3.  EL 7 
■ “How does Korra feel about what happened to Asami?” 
● “What did she feel motivated to do?” 
● “What was her point of view?” 
■ “What is Asami’s point of view based on the situation?” 
■ “What do the illustrations tell you about Korra and Asami’s 
relationship?”  UDL 2.5  EL 17, 30 
■ “How does Asami and Korra resolve or fix the argument?” 
○ Pgs. 52-55.  Have students use the cooperative learning strategy of turn 
and talk UDL 8.3, 4.1.  EL 2, 10 to answer the following questions with a 
partner.  Then have some students share their answers whole-group 
allowing the teacher to guide student thought.  Also consider 
accommodations for students by allowing them to draw their answers. 
■ “What is the problem in the beginning?” 
■ “Based on Zhu Li and Varrick’s conversation, what are some of 
the roles and purposes of government?” 
                                       
○ Pgs. 56-76.  Have students use the cooperative learning strategy of turn 
and talk UDL 8.3, 4.1.  EL 2, 10 to answer the following questions with a 
partner.  Then have some students share their answers whole-group 
allowing the teacher to guide student thought.  Also consider 
accommodations for students by allowing them to draw their answers. 
■ “What do the illustrations on pg. 61 tell you about Jargala’s 
point of view when Korra broke in?” UDL 2.5  EL 17, 30 
■ “What plan did Tenzin’s family come up with?  Why?” 
● “Can you think of any times when you decided to make 
change?” 
■ “What character traits would you give Korra based on her 
actions in pg. 72?” 
■ “How does Korra’s mood change from pg. 75 to pg. 76?” 
● “What specifically made her mood change?” 
3. Closure: Have students take out their ELA journals.  Ask students to write a one 
paragraph written reflection on what they have learned reading Legend of 
Korra: Turf Wars Part Two.  UDL 9.3  EL 6, 48 
Materials: 
 
● Legend of Korra: Turf Wars Part Two by: Dante DiMartina 
● ELA Journal 








                                       
 
